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met together with another five thousand visitors. Excitement
was at fever heat as to where the tug-of-war between Left and
Right Wings would end. Lajpat Rai, who had just been released,
after having been kept interned for six months (without trial),1
was proposed as President. He refused to supersede Rash
Behari Ghose, who had already been put forward by the Right.
When that eloquent, if turgid, orator of Bengal, Surendranath
Banerjea, rose formally to propose this latter candidate, there
were such shouts and disorder, that the meeting was adjourned
till the next day. On the morrow the business of installing
Rash Behari Ghose in the Chair was allowed to proceed
smoothly, but after this Tilak rose on a point of order. The
President ruling him twice out of order, the dais was stormed
by an angry crowd and a Marathi shoe hit Surendranath
Banerjea: the meeting broke up in utter disorder and the police
had to clear the hall. On the day following 900 of the 1,600
delegates, the Moderate majority, met again as a "Convention";
appointed a hundred of those present as a Committee for
drawing up a Constitution of the Congress (which hitherto
had carried on a lusty existence without the luxury of such a
one); and resolved that in future only those, ready to submit
to it in writing, would be admitted as delegates. The punctum
saliens is contained in what became Article One of this Consti-
tution and has since been popularly referred to as its "creed."
It runs: "The objects of the Indian National Congress are the
attainment by the people of India of a system of Government
similar to that enjoyed by the self-governing members of the
British Empire, and a participation by them in the rights and
responsibilities of the Empire on equal terms with those mem-
bers. These objects are to be achieved by constitutional means

1 There had been riots of an agrarian nature in the Punjab in 1907.
Six leading barristers were put on their trial for sedition and acquitted.
Lajpat Rai was understood to have tampered with the loyalty of
soldiers.